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This Newsletter is the publication of 
the Latrobe Valley Computer Users 
Group. It is published monthly. 

Members are encouraged to contri¬ 
bute material for the Newsletter, in ASCII 
format, if possible. It can be uploaded to 
a BBS ((051) 22 2122) or given to the 
editor (76 1730). We will accept classi¬ 
fied adveritsements for inclusion in the 
classified section. There will be no 
charge to members for ads of a non¬ 
commercial nature. 

Commercial advertisements will be 
accepted for a nominal charge, and the 
advertiser must state clearly the ex¬ 
pected remuneration for any products or 
services offered. The Latrobe Valley 
Computer Users Group does not endorse 
or recommend any products or services 
included in commercial classified adverti¬ 
sements. 

Please note that material published 
in the Newsletter represents the opinions 
of the authors, and does not carry the 
endorsement of the Newsletter Editor or 
the Latrobe Valley Computer Users 
Group. 
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PHONE HELP 


Some members of the LVCUG have of-; 


fered to assist other members with PC-Related 

problems over the telephone 
please). They are: 

(evenings, 

Phil Carter 

222382 

Paul Dzwonkowski 

631504 

Ralph Edgar 

74 0987 

Graeme Matheson 

749419 

Theresa Tate 

741605 

Martin Taylor 

761730 

k_1_ 



The Latrobe Valley Computer 
Users Group is a non-profit 
organisation formed to promote the 
usage and understanding of Personal 
Computers. It is open to all age 
groups and does not discriminate on 
the basis of race, sex, age, creed, or 
national origin. 

The Group meets monthly on the 
last Tuesday of each month at 7:30 
p.m. at the Traralgon Senior Citizens 
Club building, corner of Princes 
Hwy. and Whittaker’s Rd. (Victory 
Park), Traralgon. Meetings are open 
to the public. 

Family membership is $10 per 
year. This entitles members to 
receive the monthly Newsletter by 
mail, as well as the right to use the 
Group’s "Help Lines”. We request a 
donation of $2 each meeting per 
family to help cover costs (venue 
fees, coffee and tea, etc.). 

For more information, ring 74 
6199 BH, 74 1605 AH. 


The Committee of Management 
Consists of the Following: 

Phil Carter.President 

Martin Taylor_Vice President 

Theresa Tate..Secretary 

Paul Dzwonkowski..Asst. Secretary 

Graeme Matheson.Treasurer 

Sheryl Taylor_Newsletter Editor 

Ross Cheater....Committee Member 

Jenny Poon.Committee Member 
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from The 
Editor’s- 2)©&L. 


Hello again. It seems like just last 
week, / was sitting here just as I am now, 
with a column to write, and not knowing 
how to begin. Then, once IDO get started, 
l end up taking up a whole page instead of 
half... 

Anyway, / couldn't get over the 
turnout at the last meeting. I remember 
back to the days, not so long ago, when a 
meeting could consist of 13 hard-core 
members. We had about 47 or so attend 
the June meeting, which is pretty good. I 
have also spoken to some potential 
members since then, who have said they’ll 
attend the next meeting. I am sure they 
will be welcomed by all. 

This last month has been good to 
some who use High Density disks. It seems 
a local retailer (not well known for their 
reasonable prices) accidentally mis-priced a 
heap of 3h” HD disks. Instead of $35 for a 
box of 10, they were priced $12.95! 
Needless to say, word of mouth caused 
those disks to be scoffed up real quick! Of 
course the retailer eventually realised the 
error (lguess they weren’t used to actually 
SELLING any) and corrected it, but in the 
meantime, some lucky (albeit 
unscrupulous...) people got disks for less 
than they would have paid anywhere! 
(Maybe there is a lesson in this, anonymous 
retailer). 

The point of all this is that beginning 
in June, the LVCUG will be selling disks 
to members only. They will be priced well 
below local retail, and will only be available 
for cash purchase at the meetings. So, if 
you do not want to pay a fortune for disks, 
come along and pick some up. 

On a different note, I will be away from 
19 July to 20 September. 1 will attempt to 
do as much of the August and September 
newsletters in advance as possible, but my 
husband, Marty, will be here in my stead to 
finish them up, if necessary. Any inquiries 
for ads, or whatever other reason (between 
the above dates) should be directed to him. 

See you in September (should be a 
song title.-). ■ 


The Prices We Pay 

I recently returned from a holiday in 
Hong Kong where I purchased a few 
computer parts. It is unbelievable, the 
difference in some of the prices compared to 
what they expect us to pay here. 

I purchased some 5 1/4” 2S/HD 
Verbatim Coloured Disks that retail here for 
over $30, for $8 a box there. This was a 
great saving, but what made me angry was 
that, printed in large letters on the box, was 
"Made In Australia”. How is this possible? 

The disks in Hong Kong are shipped 
from Australia, so freight had to be paid. 
Then they had to go through a distributor, 
just like here in OZ. There would be more 
cost involved in getting them to Hong Kong 
than to a local distributor, one would think. 

Something is very wrong when 
Australian made items are sold overseas to 
the general public for a cheaper price than 
Australian retailers can buy them for at 
home. The taxes in this country cannot be 
blamed for this, as that would only increase 
the price by a small percentage. 

The Australian public are forced to pay 
much higher prices than their overseas 
counterparts for hardware and software. 
Remember the Australian Government 
removed all Sales Tax on software, so it 
shouldn’t cost more. I support the BUY 
AUSTRALIAN campaign but you mustn’t get 
ripped off in the process. With this in mind it 
becomes more crucial for all of us to be 
aware of the prices of things and where to 
get the b&st deals.- - Phil Carter 


Cyber 

BBS 

Shareware for the Whole Family! 

★Educational 

★DOS Utilities 

★Camas 

★Sound Blaster 

★Home & Business 

★Graphics + Design 

Pius. 

. 

★Fraa Classifieds 

★Graffiti Board 

★Valitalk 

★Daily Horoscope 

★Help & Hints 

★Much, much more 

CALL (05!) 22 2X22 24 Hours 
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Faster Formatting (and a bit of DEBUG, too...) 

The thing 1 hate most about computing is the long and boring job of formatting disks. So, it will 
come as no surprise to anyone that I do everything possible to shorten the task. 

The first thing I do when using the FORMAT command is that I use a non documented switch. 
This is the /H switch. You will not find this in any DOS manual. What this switch does, is it forces 
FORMAT.COM to skip the message that instructs us to.: 

Insert new diskette for drive A: and strike ENTER when ready 

If you entered something at the DOS prompt like FORMAT A: /H, the disk in drive A: would 
start formatting at once. In other words if there happens to be a disk in drive A: that contains good 
data, you can kiss that data goodbye. So be careful with this one. They most likely left it out of the 
manual for this very reason. 

Once the format is finished, the question "Format another (Y/N)?" will be asked as usual. 
However upon entering Y, the formatting will again start straight away. So replace the disk in the 
drive before answering. 

But, even when using the /H, switch I get bored and start doing other things. The one thing that 
the programmers of DOS forgot was to write a routine to wake us up when the format is completed. I 
have patched my version of FORMAT.COM so that when formatting is completed, it will turn on my 
Sound Blaster Card, load and run a voice message that yells ” Wake up.!!” Well not quite. That was too 
hard, so I settled for a "BEEP” from DOS instead. 

Changing messages in COM and EXE files is quite easy, and so is adding a "BEEP”. If you look at 
an ASCII table you will see that the ASCII value 07H is the bell character, no doubt left over from the 
old telex machines of yesteryear. So by changing any character in a message to the bell character, the 
computer will "BEEP” or "SQUEAK” (depending on the quality of the PC’s speaker), whenever it writes 
the message to the screen. 

Now, to modify FORMAT.COM so it will behave friendlier™ First, we make a copy of it. NEVER, 
NEVER use your original copies for this, for one wrong move can destroy the file beyond repair. After 
making sure that DEBUG.COM is on your DOS path and FORMAT.COM is in the current directory, 
enter the following lines: 

DEBUG FORMAT.COM 

You will be greeted by a - sign and nothing more. This is DEBUG's prompt. There are no help 
screens or warning messages here. You are expected to be a true dinky di programmer and know 
exactly what you are doing. So watch your Ps and Qs. Also, all the numbers that get displayed will 
change from machine to machine, DOS version to DOS version. So, I can not give you explicit numbers 
to enter, just where to look for them. 

The first thing we must do is, see how long the program is. We do this by entering: 

-RCX 

On the next line, you will see a four digit HEXADECIMAL number appear. This is the contents of 
the register CX. This is where DEBUG stores the file’s length. DEBUG is now asking us to enter a new 
value for CX, that is why we see a colon : and not the prompt -. Just hit the enter key to retain the 
value. Now we can search the file for the message In question. Just replace the ???? with the number 
that you found in the CX register. 

-S CS:100 L ???? 'Format another’ 

The S is DEBUG’s command for SEARCH. All DEBUG’s commands are single letters. CS:100 tells 
DEBUG to start at the beginning of the file in memory. L ???? is the length to search. All going well you 
will be returned two sets of hexadecimal numbers, separated by a colon. (1C0Q:21B0 for example.) We 
are only interested in the numbers on the right of the colon. Using these numbers, replace the ???? in 
the following line. 

-D ???? 

This will produce a three column display. The first column contains memory addresses, and the 
wide middle column lists the 16 bytes at these addresses. The last column shows the characters 
corresponding to these bytes. The first words of which should read "Format another”. By using the 
same numbers we used to display the message enter the line: 

-E ???? 'Format another’ 07 Continued 
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E tells DEBUG to change the bytes at address ???? to something else. In this case we have kept 
the original message, but changed the space after it to the bell character. By doing another display ( D 
????) you will see a period instead of a space between" another" and * (Y/N)?" and a 07 instead of a 
20 in the middle column ( 20 being the ASCII value for a space.) 

If you are happy that all has gone well, all you need to do now is to write the modified file to the 
disk. Enter: 

-W 

A message saying "Writing ???? bytes” wilt indicate that all has gone well. This should be the 
same number that we found in register CX at the start. Now, enter Q (for quit). This will send vou back 
to DOS. 

-Q 


I C:\DOS> DEBUG FORMAT.COM 












l-RCX CX 2097 

* 















-S CS:100 

L 2D97 

’Forma 

another' 
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•D 2186 
141S:21B0 
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-E 21B5 Format another'07 











-D 21B5 
1415:2130 
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Writing 2D9 

-Q 
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abei 

7 bytes 
















Fig. 1 


The process should look like figure 1 above. This is how my screen looked as I made the changes 
to my FORMAT.COM. Remember, the numbers are for my machine and my version of DOS (3.03). Your 
numbers will be different. 

- Peter Doyle. 

Editor s note - Debug is not case sensitive. It accepts it's commands in upper or lower case letters. However, the 
same is not true for the messages you wish to alter. I found this out when / did the exercise in this article, and couldn't 
understand what f was doing wrong, as DEBUG wasn't returning any error messages to me. As it turns out, you must type 
the string of text you are searching for EXACTLY as it appears. My mistake was to type ’Format Another’instead of Format 
another’. One capital A and two hours of grief! • 


'Since we bought him the computer, we 
never have to nag him about homework. 
He gets right into it after teal’ 



QreWe 
treasure 
Mil-robe 


339584 



NEW & QUALITY USED 
FURNITURE 

BOUGHT ANO SOLD 


Jl-3b BUCKLEY ST 
MORWELL. VIC. 384C 
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Software Review 
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the main menu, then select the word processing 
menu. With QuikMenu 1 can go directly from one to 
the other. 


Shareware by OCSC, Oregon, USA. Good mouse support. 

F or some reason, [ am always trying out a new 
menu (and driving my wife crazy in the 
process). I don’t know why, really, as most of 
the time is spent using the applications which 
the menus run, not the menu itself! However, I 
recently obtained a new menu program, called 
QuikMenu, which utilises VGA and EGA graphics to 
give a much smarter and more colorful appearance 
than other menus I have used. 

Each menu screen is called a page. There can 
be up to 40 pages and it seems as if each page can 
have an almost unlimited number of options. After 
clicking on a button, or hitting F9 you are then 
presented with "page one” of the menu. 


Another pain with other menus, (and 
Powermenu is one), is that when you exit a program 
that is located in a sub-menu, it automatically 
returns you to the main menu. If you had wanted to 
continue in that sub-menu to rim another related 
program, you’d have to have reselected that sub¬ 
menu from the main menu. It is a lot of unnecessary 
shuttling back and forth. QuikMenu always returns 
to the menu (or sub-menu) from which the last 
selected program was run. This is especially handy if 
the menu option is passworded. It means less typing, 
just to run an application! 

Quikmenu can be password protected. 
Password protected options include shelling to DOS, 
exiting the menu altogether, menu editing, each 
menu page, and of course, each menu option. 


C « rtcdvrn Tuxi 


Each option par page consists of a box with the 
"Fast Key” (the key you can use to start that 
particular option) and the option title. The colors of 
each option are 
configurable with 15 
background and text 
colors to choose from. I 
think this program caters 
for the maximum limit of 
EGA colors. Pity it doesn’t 
autoconfigure for VGA’s 
256 color capability. 

However, this seems 
enough. Also, each menu 
option can have up to 4 
different fonts, or styles of 
text. They are Swiss, 

Roman, Modern and 
Gothic. Their point size, or 
thickness and height can 
also be tailored to your 
desires. 

Each option has the 
usual fields to fill out, such 

as where the file to be run is located, its name and if 
you want the menu to pause when exiting the 
program. It allows command line parameters, but it 
doesn’t allow for command stacking. For example, 
when I run, say, Wordstar, 1 like to load the thesaraus 
first, then Wordstar. In some other menu programs 
you can do what is called command stacking. This 
means to type in one command (to load thesaraus), 
use a special "break between commands” character, 
then type in the 2nd command (load Wordstar) and 
so on. However, with QuikMenu, I have to use batch 
files to run some programs like the Wordstar 
example above. This Is not a hardship, though, as 
QuikMenu has its own editor to create these batch 
files. 

Anyway, QuikMenu is fast. You can set up each 
page or menu so you can access sub-menus from 
sub-menus, unlike some menus which only allow you 
to return to the main menu before accessing a 
different sub-menu. Say I was in the Databases sub¬ 
menu and L wanted to go to the Word Processing sub¬ 
menu. With Powermenu for instance. I'd have to go to 




S s <StO/a Zrzl 


D = Swiss Text 


M = Examples of Text Options and sizes 


The menu utility options are shown as a series 
of "buttons" that are depressed when they are 
selected, similar to Windows. They appear as a row 

across the top of the 
screen. The utility buttons 
can be hidden from view, 
so that they cannot be 
accessed by the mouse. 
The commands (menu 
modify, for example) can 
still be carried out by 
using the keyboard. This 
is a feature designed to 
discourage unauthorised 
persons from tampering 
with the menu or its 
options. 

Each program or 
application option can be 
altered in size, can be 
moved about the screen 
and placed In any order 
you desire. The day’s 
date and time appear at 
the bottom left of the screen as the figure at left 
shows. 

Registration is easy. You can write to OCSC. 
enclosing a bank draft for $US20 (or you can ask 
them to debit your Visa or Mastercard) or you can 
phone them as we did. After quoting our Visa 
number, we were issued a rego number for the 
program (typing in the rego number kills the 
Shareware message at the start of the program and 
it will also stop the message "this is unregistered” 
from appearing each time you return to the menu 
from an application). 

In summing up, this is one menu that is starting 
to cater to our increasingly graphics oriented user 
interfaces. It looks pretty, and is fast. For $20 US it 

is a good, cheap menu program. ■ „ , 

- Martin Taylor 

QuikMenu is now available from the Group's 
Shareware library. Contact Theresa Tate, our Shareware 
Librarian, for a copy of the program at (051) 74 1605. Or, 
you may purchase copies at the meetings. 
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Way back \n the years 6: C:, 
There was so electronic PC. 
They relied on the Abacus, 


Now there’s a programme for 
each of us, 

Some even purport to teach us. 
Claimed to be as simple as A:B:C:, 
It’s ail so damn C:\0NF\USI\N6 to me!! 
- Harold Turner 




Confessions of a Mac Man... 

I'm Confused! I used to think that 
Windows were something that I used to get out 
quick whenever her husband came home 
unexpectedly, but now I am told that I have to have 
Windows on my computer if I want to get the best 
out of it. Well. I ask you, how would 1 ever get out of 
a window cn my Mac. and anyway;, any female small 
enough to be inside there just has to be underage... 

I'm also asked what type of DOS I am running. 
Well. 1 must admit that the place does look a bit of a 
mess at times, but not really bad enough to call it a 
DOS house! But the only time the Police ever visit is 
to find out why I hit my mate, and that's only after he 
tells me DOS is the only way to go, even though I tell 
him Hike my place just the way it is. 

Then, he asks me if I use XTree Gold on my 
computer, and I tell him that i use a damp cloth about 
once a week, with a little dab of Windex when I 
remember. That’s usually when he hits me. 

So. as you can see. I am completely confused. 
The only Directory I have is full of phone numbers, 
the last Batch blew the tops off the bottles, and 
when I last tried to Pop Up, I was arrested for 
indecent exposure. 

All I can say is that / don't understand IBM 
Computers. The only thing I can do when asked is 
hang my head in shame, and say that I use a 

Macintosh ' -Trevor Smith 



Advertisement 


you 


Cleaning and maintaining your floppy drives is as important as looking after yourself. Neglecting regular maintenance 
will not only cost you money for repairs, but inconvenience when your computer breaks down. 

In fact, the floppy drives can be easily maintained and there are two methods which are used. Firstly the manual method, 
in which you use a cleaning swab with a liquid such as pure alcohol or freon. This method requires you to open the 
system unit to expose the drive and in many cases, also requires you to remove and partially disassemble the drive 
itself. The manual method can result in a better Job, but often the work required is not worth the difference. Secondly, 
the 'cleaning disk* method which comes in two types - one is the dry type, the other the wet type. The dry type relies on 
the abrasive material on the cleaning disk to clean the read/write head. I do not recommend this type, as the dry disk 
can actually damage the heads if used improperly or too often. The wet type uses a liquid that is squirted onto the disk 
as the cleaning agent, and It is the safest method to use. 

How often should the drives be cleaned? It depends a lot on the environment the computer system is in, and also the 
people who use it. In a clean room environment and strictly controlled access, once a year should suffice. In office and 
normal usage, then it is wise to consider a monthly to quarterly cleaning. In areas where heavy smoking is encountered, 
it is better to stick to a minimum of monthly cleaning. 

Don’t Wait TUI DOS tells you... 

Abort, Retry, Ignore 

By then, your drives would probably have collected so much 
dirt that you may have to * scrub m the headsI 

If you have a computer and you are interested in learning more, feel free to contact: 

Chris Eng 
PH: 445501 

Free advice/demonstration to residents of Sale only. 
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Communications Programs 
Exposed! 

When I bought my first IBM clone in 1987, I 
was mainly interested in "modeming”. With the 
computer, 1 got a copy of Procomm Plus. After a 
couple of months with Procomm, I downloaded 
Telix. From then on, I kept trying different 
programs. They include Qmodem, Telemate, 
Robocomm, Smartcom, Hyperterm, and some 
others. In the following, you will find capsulised 
reviews of each of them. 

Telix 

This shareware is the smallest "quality” 
communications program, containing the popular 
protocol Zmodem. It supports most protocols, and 
a lot of emulations. This program does not take up 
much disk space, which is hard to believe for its 
performance. 

Telix supports up to 115,000 bps, and tone as 
well as pulse dialing. 

Telemate 

This shareware program takes up about 800k 
in disk space, and has extended features from 
Telix. Like Telix, it has a lot of protocols including 
Zmodem and many emulations, but unlike Telix it 
has windows, an editor, musical beeps and mouse 
support. It has a very complex script system, 
based on C. I used Telcmate for a while, but it was 
too slow, having always to compile scripts. 

It’s dialing directory is also a problem. With 
lots of use, it corrupts, ft’s host mode is a slow 
script. 

Robocomm 

Robocomm was written for unattended file 
transfers. A user would type in the information he 
wanted to send or receive, and it would then 
download/upload at a time set by the user, 
whether he was there or not But, it would only 
work with PC Board and Quick BBS, so I didn’t use 
it 

It was a good idea, but not successful. 

Qmodem 

Qmodem is an excellent shareware program. 
Its size is its only problem. 

It has all the important protocols and 10 
spaces for external protocols, against Telix and 
Telemate, which have slots for 4. Qmodem also 
has one thing that only Telemate can match - 
ANSI music. It also supports all modems, Hayes 
100% compatible or not. 

Qmodem has a great host mode that beats 
those of all of the others (Telix has no host mode). 
It has a scroll-lock buffer that can be modified to 
as long as your memory permits. And, to save 
memory when you shell to DOS, it swaps shells. 


Smartcom 

f don’t recommend this program to anyone. It 
is so backwards and out of date, it’s Just not useful. 

Hayes expects you to pay about $143 for this 
program, when it’s not as good as most shareware 
programs. It doesn’t support ANSI, and has only 
two protocols (ASCII and Xmodem). 

It’s the most inefficient program on the 
market. 

Hyperterm 

Hyperterm was made by the same person who 
made the popular American external protocol, 
Hyper Protocol. Hyper Protocol was supposed to 
be 20 times as fast as Zmodem, but I didn't like it 

Hyperterm has a very confusing menu system 
that will get anyone lost. It's performance is not 
very good, but the writer managed to get a lot of 
external protocols internal, which is a good 
concept 
Finally... 

Procomm and Procomm Plus 

The funny thing is, there is not much 
difference between the shareware version, 
Procomm, and the purchased version, Procomm 
Plus. 

Procomm has the BASIC necessities of 
communication. Procomm Plus has more 
advanced protocols, but not Zmodem. Purchasing 
Procomm Plus is not a good move. 

In other words, stick with shareware! ■ 

- Anthony Beckett 


G & D Matheson 
Alarms 

Domestic Burglar Alarms 

Hr,Prompt Service 
^Excellent Rates 
*,Reliability Guaranteed 

Ring (051) 74 9419 
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The Latrobe Valley Computer Users Group does not condone the un¬ 
authorised sale or exchange in any manner of commercial software. Only public 
domain and shareware may be freely exchanged within the group. 

Non-commercial ads are free to members. For commercial ads, a $4 charge 
per 1/6 page per issue applies ($4 min. charge). To place an ad, ring (051) 761730. 


s ® 1 For Sale “Sa 

Canon Microfiche Reader, $120. Contact K. Shine at (056) 33 1728. 


98 TRUDY CRESCENT 
LOGANHOLME, QLD 4129 
PH: (07) 8011147 
FAX:(07) 2096615 



VIRUS IMMUNE CARD 


VICTORIA: 
P.O. BOX 403 
SALE, 3850 
PH:(051) 444753 
(051) 445501 


The Virus Immune Card is a ’Solid State’ product which simply serves as an 'add-on' card in your computer system. 
It is designed to prevent identified viruses from entering into the DOS format media, and the card serves as a 
protection against unidentified viruses. 

The additional feature available with this card is the Power On Password Security Function, which prohibits 
unauthorised users. Think of it as a security measure against 'data-stealing 1 . 

Advanced features are: 

★Immediately Immunises system to viruses after power on 

★Eliminates any kind of virus that invades while booting up 

★Forbids the spreading of viruses among computers 

★Detects any virus present 

★Suppresses the breaking out virus 

★Power on password protection can forbid unauthorised use 

★For PC/XT/AT Compatibles 

★Does not use any RAM area 

★Does not interfere with computer operation 

★Does not Interfere with hard disk or floppy disk recording structure 

★Avoids the malfunction of ’Recovery Programs’ 

★Solid State Hardware cannot be destroyed by viruses 
★Easily Installed 

★Small size design can fit computers of almost any dimension 


PLACE YOUR ORDER NOW WITH AUSMiMAXi 


The next meeting of the LVCUS will be 30/7/41 at 7:30 pm. 











